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Special points of interest: 

 Sept 10—First day of fall classes    

(12 week session) 

 Oct 15 –19 : No classes or lessons at 

Forte 

 Oct 22: Fall classes resume 

 Nov 19-23: No classes or lessons at 

Forte 

 Nov 26: Fall classes resume 

 Dec 3: Registration begins for Winter/

Spring session 

 Dec 14: End Fall session 

 Dec 17-21: Makeup lessons 

 Dec 21 & 22: Winter performances 
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Volume 1, Issue 11 FORTE SHOW CHOIRS : COMING TO A STAGE NEAR YOU!  

MEET DEBBIE MASON—SHOW CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Debbie participated in musical theater and show/performance 

choirs from age 7 all the way through her college years. She has 

worked with singers of all ages for the past 22 years. Her roles 

have included serving as Musical Director and Choreographer for 

nationally-ranked show choirs and numerous musical theater pro-

ductions for 10 years in Utah, and she has directed children’s show 

choirs for 11 years in Utah & Minnesota. She also has worked as a 

clinician/adjudicator for high school choral festivals, and has been 

a guest conductor for numerous choral projects over the years. 

Debbie currently sings with a local cover band, and has worked in the past with Kenwood 

Trail Middle School as a musical theater choreographer.  

Debbie earned her degree in Choral Music Education from the University of Utah.            

She has a passion for bringing the joy of singing and performing to students of ALL ages. 

WELCOME TO THE FORTE FAMILY, DEBBIE! 

We’re bursting with GLEE (no pun intended!) to 

announce a new course offering at Forte Fine 

Arts Academy. Starting this fall, we will be offer-

ing SHOW CHOIRS for Pre-K (age 4) to grade 

6. Debbie Mason joins the Forte staff (see bio 

below) to lead what we hope will be enthusiastic 

groups of singers! 

Fall/Winter Semester will consist of a Halloween performance—with songs including 

“The Monster Mash” and selections from “The Nightmare Before Christmas”. There will 

also be a full program of holiday music to perform during the month of December.  

Repertoire for the choirs will include age-appropriate FUN music—ranging from popu-

lar hits to musical & movie numbers.  

Emphasis will be placed on: 

Proper Vocal Technique     Rhythm & Dance Many Solo Opportunities 

Professional Performance      Exposure to many styles of music & entertainment 

Great friendships that will last a lifetime! 

QUARTER NOTES: Pre-K (age 4) to Grade 2   Fridays 4:45-5:30 pm (45 minute class) 

OVATION: Grades 3-6    Fridays: 5:15-6:15 pm (60 minute class) 

see details on page 3 inside... 
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TEACHER SCHEDULES & CLASSES ARE FILLING FAST  
 

Exciting things are ALWAYS happening at Forte Fine Arts Academy, but we 

have lots of extra exciting stuff going on right now! 

Fall session is just around the corner. If you’re reading this on page 2, chances 

are you noticed an exciting addition to our course offerings. We are so ecstatic 

that show choir will now be added to our class options! 

We are also happy to announce that Perry Thrun will still be teaching drama 

on six Saturdays during the Fall session. We are grateful that despite his move 

to Mankato, he will still be a part of our Forte family. 

We also have been approved to receive a grant from Macy’s—which will be 

put to great use for supporting our teaching mission for the music therapy as-

pect that is currently being developed within Forte. 

More details on all the above topics can be found within this newsletter. 

Forte continues to grow and change—we look forward to the year ahead! 

DIRECTOR’S SCORE  

Joy Afdahl                               

Forte Fine Arts Academy    

Executive Director 

Classes are filling up nicely, but there are still plenty of options 

available for our FALL SESSION.  

If you haven’t registered, please consider doing so TODAY! 

Family Registration Fee is $30 for everyone who registers 

after September 1st. 

Check out our website for classes & schedules:      

www.fortefinearts.org  

GIVE YOUR UNUSED INSTRUMENT A NEW LIFE  
We are always in need of good quality instruments to share with our 

students. Instruments are meant to be used, so please consider donating 

or selling your new or gently used instrument to Forte. 

If you know of anyone who might be interested in helping us out in this 

manner, please let them know about us. 

We also welcome and are grateful for your monetary gifts to buy mu-

sic, art supplies, etc. We appreciate your generosity on so many levels.  

Please spread the word! 

Thank you! 
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NOT SO FAST! PERRY WILL BE STILL TEACHING DRAMA!  
For those of you who saw our August newsletter, you read that our drama teacher Perry 

Thrun is moving to Mankato this fall to take a new job. We couldn’t let him got THAT easily, 

so he has agreed to come back to Forte on selected Saturdays this fall to teach drama! 

Here is the format for our new drama classes this fall: 

Six Saturdays—October 27, November 3, 10, 17, December 1, 8 

Classes will be held at St. John’s from 10AM—2PM (Students will have a break at noon for 

lunch. Bring your own bag lunch.) The class will be for the auditioning, rehearsing & produc-

tion  of “Pinocchio”. Matinee & evening performances will be on December 8th. 

We are excited for this opportunity and for Perry’s willingness to do this. Hopefully, it will allow families who 

maybe could not do drama classes during the week to join us for these Saturday classes.  

If you are considering drama or know any families that may be interested, please let us know. 

CARRY YOUR FORTE STYLE WITH YOU 
We are going to be selling tote bags & cinch sacks with the Forte logo on 

them. They are perfect to carry your music books back and forth to your clas-

ses—or to represent your music and arts “side” when going off to a sporting 

event or shopping!  

If we get orders for 50 or more, we will be able to sell them for only $10 

each! 

DON’T DELAY! Please contact Joy Afdahl BY SEPTEMBER 8th if you’d like to 

order.  We need to place our order then so our group order can qualify for 

free shipping. 

FORTE AWARDED GRANT FROM MACY’S FOR MUSIC THERAPY  
In the June issue of “Fanfare”, we told you that we were working on securing grant 

funding to help get our Music Therapy program going. Jennifer Ackland, a certified 

music therapist, is working hard to bring this program to Forte. 

We have wonderful news to report—our grant from Macy’s was approved! 

Specific plans for the money are not set in stone, but initial thoughts are to address 

the immediate needs of the program. Some things we are thinking about purchasing 

would be an iPod touch & docking station or an iPad to download CDs onto (no 

more lugging around a radio and tons of CDs!) and specially designed instruments 

for special needs students. Advertising materials—business cards & brochures—

would also be money well spent to help spread the word about the program. 
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FALL IN LOVE WITH ART 
ART CLASSES—First 4 weeks of  Fall Session 
Art plays an important role in the development of children.  It helps them strengthen their 
problem-solving, decision-making, and critical thinking skills.  Exposure to many kinds of art 
teaches them to be more tolerant about different ideas and cultures.  Not only that, but art is 
just plain fun!  Kids and adults alike can enjoy art as a stress reliever, a form of expression, 
or for the love of creation.  The imagination has no limits.  

 

INTRO TO DRAWING  

Kids will learn the basics of drawing, sketching, shading, and more using 

a variety of materials. 

Tuesdays: September 11, 18, 25, and October 2   4-5 PM 

Teacher: David Nyssen 

INTRO TO WATERCOLOR  

Learn new techniques and how easy it is to paint with watercolors. 

Tuesdays: September 11, 18, 25, and October 2    5-6 PM 

Teacher: David Nyssen 

INTRO TO ACRYLICS  

Get the chance to paint with acrylics and learn new skills while meeting 

new friends. 

Tuesdays: September 11, 18, 25, and October 2  6-7 PM 

Teacher: David Nyssen 

(See next page for continuation of these classes in the second 4 weeks of the session.) 

We’ll be at the 

Lakeville Art Festival — Sept 15 & 16 — Lakeville Art Center 

Forte art teacher David Nyssen will feature some of his own artwork, as 

well has having an art activity for kids to take home with them. 

The booth will be a fantastic way to promote Forte Fine Arts Academy. 

We’ll distribute information flyers & business cards and answer questions 

about our class offerings. 

Mark your calendars and plan to enjoy this community event! 

ART 
Festival 

COME SEE US AT FORTE FINE ARTS ACADEMY’S BOOTH 
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ART CLASSES—Second 4 weeks of  Fall Session* 
* Note: Forte classes will not be in session the week of Oct.15 -19. The schedule below reflects 4 classes, compensating for this  scheduled recess. 

 

DRAWING 

Drawing is one of the easiest ways to participate in the arts because the supplies can fit easily in a 
small bag or pocket.  Perfect your drawing skills and test out new ways to create impressive draw-
ings.  This class is both for beginners and for returning drawing students.  Bring a friend and draw! 
TUESDAYS - October 9, 23, 30, and November 6   5-6 PM Teacher: David Nyssen 

PAINTING 

Painting is a great way to express yourself and be creative.  Learn different painting techniques and let your 

imagination soar.  This class is for beginners and for returning painting students.                                               

THURSDAYS - October 11, 25, November 1, 8    5-6 PM  Teacher: David Nyssen 

PRINTMAKING 

Printmaking has been around for over 600 years and we still use it today!  This is a lesser known process, but still 

very fun, where an image is transferred from one material to another to create a print.  Every time you make a 

handprint you are using printmaking to create a print of your hand!  It's that easy.  Learn some other ways to 

make prints and creatively express yourself.                                                                                           

THURSDAYS - October 11, 25, November 1, 8    6-7 PM  Teacher: David Nyssen 

GAMES 
Recreate your favorite games like Tic-Tac-Toe, Checkers, and more.  Take an old game and make it 
more fun by making your own board and pieces.  
FRIDAYS - October 12, 26, November 2, 9   5-6 PM  Teacher: David Nyssen 

 

BOOKMAKING & SEQUENTIAL ART 
Do you like to draw comics or stories?  Learn how to create sequential art and make your own books 
for sketching, painting, or writing.  Impress your friends with your handmade books and comics!  
TUESDAYS -  October 9, 23, 30, and November 6   6-7 PM Teacher: David Nyssen 
 

DROP-IN ART CLASSES WITH DAVID NYSSEN 
Please sign up in advance (if possible) so we know how many supplies to provide.  
 
PUMPKIN PAINTING      
Friday, October 12   6-7 PM 
Join in on the fun and paint a silly face on a pumpkin to take home!  
 
MAKE-YOUR-OWN CANDY DISH   
Friday, October 26  6-7 PM 
Paint a candy bowl for your favorite Halloween candy!  

FALL IN LOVE WITH ART 



Forte Fine Arts Academy is a community-based 

fine arts school devoted to providing a high-

quality and accessible education to students of all 

ages and levels of ability. 

Our teachers strive to instill a lifelong appreciation 

of the arts through creative teaching and nurturing 

learning experiences. 

Forte is currently located at St. John’s Lutheran 

Church in Lakeville. We are a separate organiza-

tion and are not affiliated with St. John’s. We 

thank the congregation for their graciousness in 

providing the space for Forte to grow! 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 663  Lakeville, MN 55044 

Located at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

20165 Heath Avenue in Lakeville, Minnesota 

Phone: 612-524-8332 

E-mail: joy@fortefinearts.org 

laura@fortefinearts.org 

 

We’re on the Web! 

 www.fortefinearts.org 

If you have a story idea for a future edition of “Fanfare” or have 

any comments or suggestions, email our newsletter producer —

Heather Buege at heather@fortefinearts.org 

Keeping with our commitment to operate as “greenly” as possible, each issue of our newsletter 

“Fanfare” is distributed electronically to Forte Fine Arts Academy families & friends!  

GOODBYE, SUMMER...HELLO, SCHOOL! 
Call me a geek, but I’ve always loved “Back-to-School” time. Don’t get me wrong, I’m just 

as sad to see the end of summer as the rest of the world. The days get shorter, the eve-

nings get cooler (...except this past week! What was up with that?!?) football gears up for 

another season, and families across the country weed out their kids’ closets to take inven-

tory before back-to-school shopping. (When did her jeans turn into capris? Didn’t these fit 

her just a few months ago?!?) Out with the old, in with the new. A chance to move onto 

different schedules and events. Seasons change, and so do we. 

My first-born started kindergarten last Monday, so this year “back-to-school” time was met 

with mixed emotions. “In with the new” BIG TIME. I expected her to talk my ear off on the 

way home on her first day of school. She didn’t. When I asked her “What did you do to-

day?” she chose to deflect my question by saying, “Mom, that would take FOREVER to tell 

you everything!” *silence * 

I’m sure you can relate. Life is one big change after another. I’m 

not in this alone. Not even close. Knowing that gives us the 

strength and ability to get through all these milestones and new 

beginnings. Wherever you’re at in life’s journey, I wish you well in 

the beautiful season ahead! - Heather Buege, “Fanfare” editor 


