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COSTUMES & PROPS —CAN YOU HELP US OUT? 

The students in Forte’s drama class are hard at work on their production of 

“Pinocchio” which will be presented in December. 

Here's a list of a few things we need for the play.  We graciously ask for 

your help if you are able. 

   

A BACKDROP of some kind: No specific scenery needed on it, as the show 

has different locations.  Pretty much just something for the actors to go be-

hind when they are off stage.  Maybe we could write the title of the show 

on it or something. 

   

COSTUMES: 

Whale  

Cat  

Fox 

Blue Fairy 

Cricket  

Five sets of donkey ears and tails 

   

PROPS: 

Small log 

Coffee cup with a hole in it- it's supposed to spill  

Marionette puppet 

Please let us know if you can help out with any of these items. 

Email Joy at joy@fortefinearts.org  

REMINDER: 

Nov. 19-23 

No classes or lessons at 

Forte, Thanksgiving break 

St. John's Lutheran Church at 3:00 p.m. 

Highview Hills (next to St. John's) at 6:30 p.m. 

“PINOCCHIO” - TWO SHOWS ON DEC. 8th! 
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WHAT HAPPENS IN CREATIVE WRITING?   (See class details on page 6 of this newsletter)                                                                

Tuesday November 13th 4-5pm  All ages FREE!  

DROP IN ART - (See class details on page 4 of this newsletter) 

ABSTRACT FLOWERS - Thursday, November 15 4:30-5:30 PM 

POINTILISM - Friday, December 7 4:30-5:30 PM 

Please sign up ahead of time as we need to know how many to get supplies for.   

 If we don't have at least 3 participants we cannot hold the class. 

PERFORMANCES—MUSIC & DRAMA                                                                             

December 8 - Drama Production of "Pinocchio" at St. John's Lutheran Church 3:00 p.m. 

December 8 - Drama Production of "Pinocchio" at Highview Hills (next to St. John's) at 6:30 p.m. 

December 21 - Individual recitals and Forte Jazz Band & Beginning Band 6:30 p.m. (St. John's) 

December 22 - Individual recitals and Forte Jazz Band & Beginning Band 3:00 p.m. (St. John's) 

December 23 - Individual recitals 1:30 p.m. (Highview Hills) 

** Please note that the Beginning Band and Jazz Band will perform at the first two performance dates. 

One of Forte's biggest fundraisers occurs during our Holiday Concerts.  Last year we did a bake sale and 

it was a great success.  There was really nothing leftover to find homes for.  (Darn!)  This year we are still 

going to do the bake sale but are going to add a craft sale as well.  We are going to be looking for any-

thing that is homemade to sell.  I love to crochet so I'm working on scarves.  Kids are welcome to donate as 

well—students created a painting during our open house art event held last month which will be up for si-

lent auction at our Holiday performances.  They also will make items at a December Arts Open House. Look 

for more details regarding this fundraiser in the December newsletter, and on page 6 of this issue.   

DIRECTOR’S SCORE  

Joy Afdahl                               

Forte Fine Arts Academy    

Executive Director 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS 

With the holiday season just around the corner it's time to start thinking about 

all the concerts, programs, and recitals we have coming up.  I want to make 

sure that your family’s calendar doesn't get too full to include a Forte Recital, 

so please be sure they are on your schedules. 

If your child takes individual piano, guitar, violin, or band lessons and would 

like to participate in one of the three recitals listed below, please let me know 

at joy@fortefinearts.org so we can prepare accordingly.        

December 21 - 6:30 p.m. Individual Performances, Jazz Band, and Beginning 

Band (St. John's) 

December 22 - 3:00 p.m. Individual Performances, Jazz Band, and Beginning 

Band (St. John's) 

December 23 - 1:30 p.m. Individual Performances at Highview Hills 
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STUDENT OF THE MONTH: RYLEE McFADDEN 
“I like music because it is fun.  I love learning about mu-

sic, and I started piano this summer.   My piano teacher 

is Joy Afdahl and she is a really fun music teacher.  My 

favorite songs are Jingle Bells and School Bell Rings.  The 

best part of piano is learning new songs and playing 

them for my family.  I am also taking Drama classes, and 

my first play will be Pinocchio.  I have also done drop-in 

improv classes with Perry.  Forte is fun!”                         

- Rylee Ann McFadden, 1st grade 

“Rylee has always loved music.  She would sing in the van whenever we traveled and would 

drive her brothers crazy.  Now she has found a new outlet for her musical talent, the piano.  

She practices many times a day, and yes, it also drives her brothers crazy.  Her brothers 

have been a great source of musical inspiration over the years and they are always will to 

help her when she gets stuck on a piano lesson.  Alex, 12, has played piano for three years 

and is now playing trombone.  Zack, 10, has also played piano for three years and is now 

taking guitar.  It shouldn’t have been a surprise that Rylee took to the piano so fast.  She 

demanded that she was going to play in the summer recital after only four lessons, and 

much to our amazement Joy said that she was ready.  When we started our children with 

piano classes with Joy, our hope was to introduce them to music – but we had no idea it 

would become a passion.  We want to thank Forte for the life long gift you have given us, 

music!”  - Jena and Kevin McFadden, Rylee’s parents 

Rylee McFadden 

“Rylee is a model student.  She comes to each lesson very excited and can't wait to show off 

what she's learned.  She is eager to learn new songs and catches on very quickly.  Rylee has 

an awesome sense of humor and we laugh a lot during her lessons.  She often asks to stay and 

listen to the next student because she just enjoys music so much.  Rylee is my youngest student 

and probably one of my most energetic.  I look forward to see where her talents and interests 

take her in the future.   -Joy Afdahl, Rylee’s Forte teacher 
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GET CRE8TIVE—Upcoming Forte Art Classes 

DROP-IN ART CLASSES WITH DAVID NYSSEN 
Please sign up in advance (if possible) so we know how many supplies to provide.  
 
ABSTRACT FLOWERS– Georgia O’Keeffe 
Thursday, November 15 4:30-5:30 PM 
To celebrate Georgia O'Keeffe's birthday this month, learn 
how to paint abstract flowers just like Georgia.  
 
POINTILISM—Georges Seurat 
Friday, December 7 4:30-5:30 PM 
Learn how Georges Seurat uses dots to create a picture, and 
then make your own. 
 
DRIP, DROP, SPLATTER! - Jackson Pollock 
Friday, January 25  6:00-7:00 PM 

Jackson Pollock became famous for action painting or dripping paint on a canvas. Learn 
how you can make fun pop art with just a drip, drop, and a splatter.  

ART CLASSES—Third 4 weeks of  Fall Session 
DRAWING 

Drawing is one of the easiest ways to participate in the arts because the 

supplies can fit easily in a small bag or pocket. Perfect your drawing skills 

and test out new ways to create impressive drawings. This class is both for 

beginners and for returning drawing students. Bring a friend and draw! 

Tuesdays, November 13, 27, December 4, and 11  4:30-5:30 PM 

Cost: $60 

PAINTING 

Painting is a great way to express yourself and be creative. Learn different 

painting techniques and let your imagination soar. This class is for beginners 

and for returning painting students.  

Tuesdays, November 13, 27, December 4, and 11  5:30-6:30 PM 

Cost: $60  

NEW!  BEADING CLASS 

Kids will be making fun art projects, with beads, to decorate their 

school bags or their rooms. 

Mondays, November 12, 26, December 3, 10   4:30-5:30 PM 

Cost: $60  
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OPEN HOUSE ART EVENT—PLAN NOW TO ATTEND!  

 
We are excited to offer this FREE Open House Art Event in December. EVERYONE 
can join us! 
 

DECEMBER OPEN HOUSE ART EVENT  

Thursday, December 13 5:00-7:00 PM 
Stop by and help make cards and small ornamental hats that 
will be sold during our concerts and performances in Decem-
ber as a fundraiser.  Come for part of it or stay for the 
whole thing.   
This event will be FREE and all are welcome to participate. 
 

 
JANUARY CLASSES  

 

PAINTING  

Learn to paint some fun winter scenes using acrylics & watercolors -Tuesdays 4:30-5:30 PM 
 

JUNK ART 

Let's get together and make some unique sculptures and paintings with junk from around the 
house.  Tuesdays 5:30-6:30 PM 
 

COLOR FIELD PAINTING - One Night Only  

Using a little tape, canvas, and some acrylic paint, let's make some paintings inspired by 
Barnett Newman to decorate your room. Barnett Newman focused his paintings on color and 
not a subject. Using his style of painting is simple and there is no way you can make a mis-
take. This class is one night only and does require you to sign up ahead of time to ensure 
that there are enough supplies. Cost $20 , Friday January 11, 6:00-7:00 PM 

THIS MONTH IN NOVEMBER 14—Claude Monet's Birthday.  He is known 

for the start of the Impressionsist Movement where painters 

used thick amounts of paint and lots of small brush strokes 

to create an idea or impression of an outdoor scene. 

  

NOVEMBER 15—Georgia O'Keeffe's Birthday.  She was 

known for her close up paintings of flowers. 

GET CRE8TIVE—Upcoming Forte Art Classes 
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Write ON! Creative Writing Classes  

We are excited to offer the following classes in our newly formed Creative Writing department.  

All the classes will be taught by our creative writing teacher Danielle Koch. Welcome to Forte, Danielle! 

 

WHAT HAPPENS IN CREATIVE WRITING?                                                                

Tuesday November 13th 4-5pm  All ages FREE!  
Come for a one-time FREE creative writing session. There’ll be fun prompts and writing games; a sam-

pling of what happens in creative writing classes.  

  

A LONG TIME AGO, IN ANOTHER GALAXY FAR, FAR AWAY... 
Tuesdays 4-5pm  November 20th and  27th, December 4th and 11th 

Was there an imperial take-over? Or did the cuddly teddy-bear creatures start a peaceful colony? 

Did super-intelligent robots get ahold of death rays and laser guns? Come and spin your own Science 

Fiction tale.  

 

SCHOOL: BY ME 

Tuesdays 5-6pm   November 20th and 27th, December 4th and 11th  

If you could re-design your school life inside and out, top to bottom, what would it look like? Who 

would attend your school? SCHOOL: by me includes where you go to school, lunch, gym, and sitting for 

an hour in a class you’d rather not take. Pick who you want to play: student, teacher, lunch-lady, or  

principal and help solve a problem in your brand-new school.  

  

WINTER TIME BEAUTY 

Tuesdays 6-7pm   November 20th and 27th, December 4th and 11th  

Stories and poetry that only happen when the ground is covered in white down and the tree branches 

are outlined in ice.  

 

 

WRITE ON! WORKSHOP GROUP 

 

Thursdays at 7pm  

 

Nov 15th and 29th, Dec 6th and Dec 13th  
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FORTE TEACHERS HAVE A LOT OF CLASS OPTIONS FOR YOU TO CHOOSE FROM IN 

THE AREAS OF INSTRUMENTAL, VOCAL, DRAMA, CREATIVE ARTS, & WRITING 

FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS FOR ALL OUR CLASSES, SEE OUR WEBSITE: 

WWW.FORTEFINEARTS.ORG 

Due to the lack of grant funding, "Children of Eden" will have to be postponed 

until a later date. We will keep you all updated when we are able to proceed 

with the performance. 

“CHILDREN OF EDEN” POSTPONED  

JAZZ BAND DIRECTED BY OUR SUMMER INTERNS  
The picture at the left is of the Forte Fine Arts Academy’s Jazz Band. 

The group performed at our Summer Concert.  

Our interns Eric Hanson (back, far left) and Alyssa Thermos (back, 

far right) did a fabulous job directing the ensemble. We thank them 

for their efforts this summer & wish them well in their endeavors. 

(Photo courtesy of Alyssa Thermos) 

We are only going to have TWO fundraisers per year at Forte from now on 

and we hope to make them big!  The first one will be the bake and craft sale 

which will take place at the two Holiday Concerts on December 21 and 22.  

Please consider donating either a baked item or a craft item.  If you could 

mark the price on it before donating it, that would save us a lot of time.   

We have three leaders for the fundraiser this year. Please let them know if 

or how you can help out!   

Sherry Boan (mnboan@gmail.com), Jennifer Burkle (jburkle1@charter.net), 

and Marrielin Ofstad (ofstadfam@charter.net)  

Students are welcome (and encouraged) to donate their craft items as well!  

Please take note of our free art event coming up in December (see page 5) .  

During this event, participants will have the opportunity to make items for the 

craft portion of our sale. 

FUNDRAISING EFFORTS CHANGING SLIGHTLY AT FORTE  



Forte Fine Arts Academy is a community-based 

fine arts school devoted to providing a high-

quality and accessible education to students of all 

ages and levels of ability. 

Our teachers strive to instill a lifelong appreciation 

of the arts through creative teaching and nurturing 

learning experiences. 

Forte is currently located at St. John’s Lutheran 

Church in Lakeville. We are a separate organiza-

tion and are not affiliated with St. John’s. We 

thank the congregation for their graciousness in 

providing the space for Forte to grow! 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 663  Lakeville, MN 55044 

Located at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

20165 Heath Avenue in Lakeville, Minnesota 

Phone: 612-524-8332 

E-mail: joy@fortefinearts.org 

laura@fortefinearts.org 

 

We’re on the Web! 

 www.fortefinearts.org 

If you have a story idea for a future edition of “Fanfare” or have 

any comments or suggestions, email our newsletter producer —

Heather Buege at heather@fortefinearts.org 

Keeping with our commitment to operate as “greenly” as possible, each issue of our newsletter 

“Fanfare” is distributed electronically to Forte Fine Arts Academy families & friends!  

Did you catch the big change on the front page of this newsletter? Nope, not a 

new font or layout. Table of contents is still tucked in the lower right corner, and 

the important dates section is right where it always is. I try to keep things pretty 

consistent with page one so you know where to expect to see things. 

Chances are unless you are in the publication business, you probably didn’t no-

tice the “big change” that I’m so excited about. (Writers can be sort of “quirky” 

that way...) Look just above the calendar of events on the right side of the 

page. It says, “Volume 2, Issue 1” - we’ve closed the door on the first volume of 

Fanfare, which means this issue officially kicks off a new year for the publica-

tion. On to Volume 2!  (If you’re not as excited as I am, I will understand!) 

I can’t believe it’s been a year since I stepped into this role for Forte Fine Arts 

Academy.  It has been a complete joy to produce this newsletter—and it’s been 

even more fun to look back at the past issues to see all the awesome stuff that 

has happened at Forte in the past 12 months. Here’s to another fabulous 12 

months ahead...I can’t wait to cover it! 

TURNING THE PAGE ON ANOTHER CHAPTER 

Heather Buege                  

Forte Fine Arts Academy    

Newsletter Editor/Designer 


