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 May 7: May session starts 

 May 10: Recital for Individual 
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sion #1 classes in session 

 July 30– Aug 24: Summer ses-

sion #2 classes in session 
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FORTE IS HOSTING A FAMILY COOKOUT TO  KICK OFF 

THE SUMMER AND CELEBRATE THE END OF ANOTHER 

SUCCESSFUL SESSION — BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND 

SHARE THE FUN! 

SATURDAY, MAY 12TH (IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 

RECITAL/PERFORMANCES—APPROXIMATELY 5PM) 

OUTSIDE OF ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, WEATHER 

PERMITTING. (Plan B: Inside the church) 

HOT DOGS $1 

BRATS $1.50 

POP & CHIPS 

$0.50 EACH 

 PIE THROWING & DUNK TANK 

 KICKBALL 

 WATER BALLOONS 

TO HELP US PLAN ACCORDINGLY, 

WE KINDLY ASK YOU TO RSVP 

WITH THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE 

ATTENDING ASAP TO: 

joy@fortefinearts.org 
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Director’s Score  
Get those registrations in, please!  We have had lots of students talk to 

their teachers to reserve times and spots in classes for this summer, but 

we have yet to receive official registration and tuition.   

To secure your spot, please try to get your registration forms and at 

least one session’s worth of tuition in as soon as possible.  We have a lot 

of new students starting which is very exciting for us!  We want to make 

sure we have room for our current students, too.  We will always have 

room for everyone; but if you have a day or time that works best for 

you, let us know so we can try to secure that slot for you! 

Joy Afdahl                               

Forte Executive Director 

Celebrate Your Birthday—Have a Party at Forte!  

Are you  looking for a fun & unique way to celebrate your birthday or 

other special occasion? Why not celebrate your birthday with a party 

featuring either our drama teacher Perry or our art teacher David?   

You may choose between a drama or art party.  

Perry will do an hour of improv for 8-15 of your closest friends, fol-

lowed by an hour for opening presents and cake.  If you choose an art 

party, David will do the same with a craft for the first hour.   

E-mail Joy at joy@fortefinearts.org or Laura at laura@fortefinearts.org for available dates 

and cost for the party.  Parties need to be booked at least three weeks prior to the event for 

space reservation & scheduling. 

NO SCHOOL MAY 11th - WE HAVE STUFF FOR YOU TO DO!  

DROP-IN ART with David Nyssen 
Mothers Day themed classes :  

(Create special gift(s) for your mom!)  

Friday, May 11th from 4-5PM 
 

DROP-IN IMPROV with Perry Thrun 
Friday, May 11th from 5-6PM 

Sign up for BOTH classes and have a ton of fun! 

Even though these are “drop in” classes,  PLEASE let us know if 

you will be attending so we know how to plan. Thank you! 
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Forte Student of  the Month: George Haas  
We have some pretty amazing students here at Forte—each and every one 

with their own unique talents. We could easily feature any one of our stu-

dents in a given month. We hope you enjoy getting to know some of them 

in the months ahead through this student feature in “Fanfare”. 

 

“George is 6 1/2 years old, and has been "playing" the piano, just for fun, for a few years at 

home.  He formally started taking lessons with Lisa (Reutzel) this past fall and loves it!   

When asked what he likes about piano "is it the sound of the music…the feel of the keys…the 

work in the theory book?…" he answers enthusiastically  "all of it!".  George says "I like how music 

makes me feel".   

We as a family enjoy music very much and listen to all genres.  We started lessons for George 

because he had shown such an interest; but also recognize the benefits of learning to play as well.  

It helps brain development, eye hand coordination, increases concentration and discipline, self es-

teem; and once you learn it, it can be a very nice way to relax as well!  Our hope for George is 

that he continues to learn and enjoy music for many years to come!” 

George Haas, Forte student 

We are so happy that we have so many families committed to providing 

music education for their kids—and we love it even more when the 

whole family appreciates music. The Haas family is no exception. The 

following was written by George’s mother Jodi Haas: 

From George’s teacher, Lisa Reutzel: 

“George has been an outstanding student since day one when he began 

his very first piano lesson. George always comes to his lesson prepared 

and strives for perfection. He has a genuine interest and love of music. 

After two sessions of lessons, he has also expressed interest in composing 

his own pieces which is quite a leap for a Kindergartner! It is so refreshing 

to have that excitement in a student and it is a pleasure to be part of his 

journey in music.” Lisa Reutzel, Forte teacher 
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During the month of May, teachers at Forte will be availa-
ble for instrument testing.  This is the first step the begin-
ning band process. If you have questions about what in-
strument would be best for your child, or what is involved 
with any given instrument, this is the time to do it.  Please 
contact Joy at joy@fortefinearts.org to schedule a day 
and time with a teacher.  The suggested age for this test-
ing is going into 4th grade or higher in the fall of 2012.   

LET US HELP YOU CHOOSE YOUR INSTRUMENT!  

Save the date!  Monday, July 2 the University of Minnesota 

Alumni Concert Band will be performing outdoors at St. 

John's Lutheran Church.  The concert starts at 7:30 p.m.   

Bring a blanket or lawn chairs to sit in.  We're hoping to 

have food available but are still in the planning stages.  

The date and time are good to go!  Plan now to join us!  

You won’t want to miss this! 

U of  M ALUMNI CONCERT BAND COMING TO FORTE  

Our "Public Speaking Through Improv" workshop (led by Perry Thrun) offers students a variety of 

exercises and games that are so fun, they'll forget they're in front of a crowd at all!  This is a valua-

ble skill to learn. It will help students overcome their jitters of delivering their reports in front of the 

class, and will carry them into adulthood where they may be called upon to give a presentation. Im-

provisation is unscripted and unprepared.  Once an individual is able to perform it with confidence, 

scripted material becomes a snap.  Not only that, but improv helps develop the ability to speak nat-

urally and clearly in front of a large group.  Our sessions typically last an hour, however, we can be 

flexible to fit your schedule.  We're able to accommodate a large or small group, however the ses-

sion is very interactive and a smaller group gives more opportunities for participation.   

This workshop is for ages 8-18. This would be a perfect activity for groups outside of school, too: 

Boy/Girl Scouts, church youth groups, 4-H, etc. Spread the word! Please contact us if you have any 

questions or if you would like to schedule this residency for your group. 

“PUBLIC SPEAKING THROUGH IMPROV” RESIDENCY  
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TIME TO CLEAN OUT YOUR CLUTTER! 
  

 

 

 

100% OF ALL SALES WILL GO TO SUPPORT FORTE FINE ARTS ACADEMY! 

June 6th, 7th, & 8th, 2012 

16545 Horizon Avenue, Lakeville (near Oak Hills Elementary) 

 

WHAT DO WE NEED? 

DONATIONS: We’re looking for good quality and gently used items to sell at Forte’s benefit rum-

mage sale! We’ll start accepting donations right away at either St. John’s at your child’s lesson 

time or at my home anytime. Just drop it on Joy Afdahl’s front porch (address listed above). Large 

items should not be brought before June 4, just for lack of storage at Joy’s home. 

TABLES: As many as possible! They need to be marked with your name. 

TENTS: We will need one or two tents or covers to put up in case of inclement weather. If you 

have one we could borrow please let us know. 

BAGS: Paper and plastic. 

BAKE SALE: We will have a “lemonade stand” where we’ll sell individual goodies and refresh-

ments.  Please contact us if you can help with any of these areas! THANK YOU!  

Joy Afdahl: joy@fortefinearts.org    Laura Pettis: laura@fortefinearts.org 

Allegro Choral Academy will again be holding their “Pitch Perfect” summer camp at St. John's 

Lutheran in Lakeville this summer. Camp dates are June 18 through June 21 from 9-Noon each 

day, with a 6pm Informance on the 21st.  Lots of singing, music, fun, friends, and teamwork! 

Updated info is on their website:  http://www.allegroca.org/pitchperfectcamp.html 

“PERFECT PITCH” SUMMER CAMP at Allegro  

SUMMER CLASSES AT FORTE 
There’s something for everyone with our line -up of summer classes at Forte Fine Arts Academy!  

For specific details, including course description, dates, times, & costs, see our website at www.fortefinearts.org  

 

MUSIC LESSONS: GUITAR, VIOLIN, PIANO, VOICE,   TWO WEEK GUITAR “CHORDING CAMP”  

 & BAND INSTRUMENTS    CHAMBER MUSIC FOR STRINGS 

MIDDLE SCHOOL ENSEMBLES & JAZZ BAND   DRAMA PRODUCTION: “PETER PAN”    

FAMILY CONCERT BAND     IMAGINATION ADVENTURE, IMPROVE YOUR IMPROV 

ADULT BAND & LESSONS     DRAWING CLASSES, NATURE IN ART, CONTEMPORARY ART  

MUSIC APPRECIATION 
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ART RESIDENCY AT EASTVIEW ELEMENTARY—ART SHOW 
The reviews are in, and it’s unanimous: Forte Fine Arts Academy’s first ever “artist residency” was a huge success! We 

recently completed a six-week art residency at Eastview Elementary. Forte art teacher David Nyssen spent an hour a 

day for one week with each of the grade levels (kindergarten through fifth grade).  The students had the opportunity to 

create a lot of projects. The culmination of the residency was an art show to showcase their finished works, which was 

held on April 24th at the school. There was a constant stream of families from 5-7pm, and many Forte info sheets were 

distributed to the families. Special thanks to all who participated, especially to David Nyssen for all of his hard work, 

Raquel Getchman, Di Li, Joe Delisi, and all the Forte instrumental students who performed! 



Forte Fine Arts Academy is a community-based 

fine arts school devoted to providing a high-

quality and accessible education to students of all 

ages and levels of ability. 

Our teachers strive to instill a lifelong appreciation 

of the arts through creative teaching and nurturing 

learning experiences. 

Forte is currently located at St. John’s Lutheran 

Church in Lakeville. We are a separate organiza-

tion and are not affiliated with St. John’s. We 

thank the congregation for their graciousness in 

providing the space for Forte to grow! 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 663  Lakeville, MN 55044 

Located at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

20165 Heath Avenue in Lakeville, Minnesota 

Phone: 612-524-8332 

E-mail: joy@fortefinearts.org 

laura@fortefinearts.org 

 

We’re on the Web! 

 www.fortefinearts.org 

If you have a story idea for a future edition of “Fanfare” or have 

any comments or suggestions, email our newsletter producer —

Heather Buege at heather@fortefinearts.org 

Keeping with our commitment to operate as “greenly” as possible, each issue of our newsletter 

“Fanfare” is distributed electronically to Forte Fine Arts Academy families & friends!  

MOMS TOTALLY ROCK!  

Hey, Moms! Do you realize the important role you play in instilling 

a lifelong appreciation of music and the arts? You are your child’s 

first and earliest influence: You sing lullabies at night as you rock 

your child to sleep and sing silly songs when you change diapers. 

You don’t get upset when the cupboards get emptied out for a 

“pots and pans drum set”. You encourage —even participate in — 

impromptu dance parties in the middle of the living room. You en-

joy puppet shows produced by your five-year-old and laugh at all their jokes. You encour-

age scribbling and doodling, and showcase artwork on the refrigerator. You drive your kids 

to dance, piano lessons, art & drama classes, karate, sports...all so your child can 

“discover” what they truly like. You endure hearing the same song practiced OVER AND 

OVER again, while still being proud of your child’s growth.  You are their biggest fan and 

most vocal cheerleader, even if the oboe they decide to try in high school band sounds 

more like a Canadian goose honking than the beautiful symphonic instrument it is!  

Yes, moms — this Mother’s Day, don’t forget that you totally rock! 

—by Heather Buege, Forte Newsletter editor (jamming with her daughters, above right) 


