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Special points of interest: 

 June 18—July 20: Summer  session #1 

classes in session 

  July 2-6: No classes due to Fourth of 

July holiday (make-up lessons can be 

done during this time) 

 July 9: Classes and lessons resume 

 July 18: Puppet Show 7:30 pm 

 July 20: End of session #1 

 July 23:  This week can be used for 

make-up lessons. 

 July 30 – Aug 24:  Summer  session #2 

classes in session 

 Aug 24: Drama production at Highview 

Hills 6:30 pm 

 Aug 25: Individual & Small Ensembles 

3:00 pm. St. John’s Lutheran. 

 Aug 26: Drama, Indiv & Small Ensembles 

3:00 pm at St. John’s with spaghetti 

dinner after. Advanced meal tickets go 

on sale July 9th!  Adults: $5, Children $3 
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Forte Fine Arts Academy and St. John’s Lutheran Church are proud to be 

hosting the University of Minnesota Alumni Society Concert Band.  

The group will perform outside on the church’s lawn (20165 Heath Ave. 

in Lakeville) on Monday, July 2nd at 7:30 pm. Bring your lawn chairs or 

a blanket!  In case of rain, the concert will be moved inside the church.  

Admission is FREE and open to everyone for their enjoyment! 

The University of Minnesota Alumni Society Concert Band is comprised of 

60 friends, alumni, and current student of the U of M band program. 

Ranging in age from 20-70, the Alumni Band performs around the metro 

area every year.  

This is an exciting opportunity that you won’t want to miss! 

FORTE HOSTING U of  M ALUMNI CONCERT BAND 

GOOD REASON TO GET YOUR FALL REGISTRATIONS IN EARLY!  

Registrations for the Fall session will open on July 1st.  

We’ve created new incentives to get your registra-

tion in early—both monetary discounts and your 

choice of time slots! 

Please see a complete description of the new regis-

tration guidelines and incentives on page 3 of this 

newsletter! 
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CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY—HAVE A PARTY AT FORTE! 
Are you looking for a fun & unique way to celebrate your birthday or 

other special occasion? Why not celebrate your birthday with a party 

featuring either our drama teacher Perry or our art teacher David?   

You may choose between a drama or art party.  

Perry will do an hour of improv for 8-15 of your closest friends, followed 

by an hour for opening presents and cake.  If you choose an art party, 

David will do the same with a craft for the first hour.   

SPREAD THE WORD—tell your friends about this opportunity! You don’t 

have to be a current Forte student to throw a Forte birthday party! 

E-mail Joy at joy@fortefinearts.org or Laura at laura@fortefinearts.org for available dates and cost for 

the party.  Parties need to be booked at least three weeks prior to the event for space reservation & 

scheduling purposes. 

PUPPETRY 101: INTRO TO THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF PUPPETS  

A new class is in full swing at Forte —and it’s all about puppets! Adored by 

people of all ages, puppets are wonderful storytelling elements. Our stu-

dents are currently learning the basic aspects of this art form. 

To showcase their talents, students will be putting on a puppet show for 

family and friends. Even if your child isn’t enrolled in the class, please join 

us and see all the fun things they have learned! 

THE PUPPET SHOW WILL BE HELD ON JULY 18th AT 7:30 PM 

Hope to see you there! 

GIVE YOUR UNUSED INSTRUMENT NEW LIFE!!!  

We are always in need of good quality instruments to share with 

our students. Instruments are meant to be used, so please consider 

donating or selling your new or gently used instrument to Forte. 

If you know of anyone who might be interested in helping us out in 

this manner, please let them know about us. 

Thank you! 
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In an effort to help with the effective scheduling of incoming registrations for new and current families,  Forte is 

adopting some new procedures that should help keep things running smoothly.  

These guidelines will start effective with registrations for the 2012 fall session (registration opens July 1st.) 

 

REGISTRATION 

The new fall schedule will be announced by July 1, so families can start their planning.  

There is an added incentive to getting your registrations in early—reduced registration fees and choice of 

time slots! 

 For those families that get their registrations in by August 1, they will have a $10 family registration fee 

with their choice of day and time with the teachers. 

 For those families that get their registrations in after August 1 but before September 1 their registration 

fee will be $20 and they will be able to choose from time slots predetermined by the teachers.  

 For those families that register September 1 or after their registration fee will be $30 and they will 

choose from whatever is left for openings with the teachers.  

 

PAYMENTS 

 At least the first half of the tuition is due with the family’s registration form (unless other arrangements are 

made.) 

 If there is no tuition paid by the 2nd lesson, there will not be a lesson.  

 Lessons will stop if full tuition is not paid by half-way through the session. 

 

STUDENT/PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Along with the new deadlines there will be an emphasis on student/parent responsibilities. Nothing will really 

change from the current policy, but we will be more insistent that students have all their materials for their les-

sons. This is crucial for successful growth and effective use of lesson time. We had a couple of instances where 

the student didn’t have his/her full instrument and/or music and this makes it very difficult for the teacher to 

give a thorough lesson. It is expected that the student (with reminders from the parent/guardian) remember 

their entire instrument, case, equipment (reeds, etc.), and any music that they are working on with their teacher. 

If they do not remember something, it will be at the teacher’s discretion if the lesson will be conducted or not. 

 

As always, we value all members of our “Forte family” and hope that these new guidelines will help promote a 

rewarding environment for all involved.  Working together we will have amazing experiences! 

NEW STRUCTURE FOR CLASS REGISTRATIONS: PLEASE READ! 
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Our "Public Speaking Through Improv" workshop (led by Perry Thrun) offers students 

a variety of exercises and games that are so fun, they'll forget they're in front of a 

crowd at all!  This is a valuable skill to learn. It will help students overcome their jitters 

of delivering their reports in front of the class, and will carry them into adulthood 

where they may be called upon to give a presentation. Improvisation is unscripted 

and unprepared.  Once an individual is able to perform it with confidence, scripted 

material becomes a snap.  Not only that, but improvisation helps develop the ability 

to speak naturally and clearly in front of a large group.  Our sessions typically last 

an hour, however, we can be flexible to fit your schedule.  We're able to accommo-

date a large or small group, however the session is very interactive and a smaller 

group gives more opportunities for participation.   

This workshop is for ages 8-18. This would be a perfect activity for groups outside of school, too: Boy/Girl 

Scouts, church youth groups, 4-H, etc. Spread the word! Please contact us if you have any questions or if you 

would like to schedule this residency for your group. 

“PUBLIC SPEAKING THROUGH IMPROV” RESIDENCY  

SUMMER SESSION PERFORMANCES & SPAGHETTI DINNER  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

AUGUST 24th—Drama Production at Highview Hills, 6:30 pm 

AUGUST 25th—Individual & Small Ensembles, St. John’s Lutheran, 3:00 pm 

AUGUST 26th—Drama, Individual & Small Ensembles, St. John’s Lutheran, 3:00 pm 

 Spaghetti Dinner served immediately after drama performance on the 

 26th. Advanced meal tickets will go on sale July 9th.   

 Adults: $5, Children: $3 * 
Spaghetti Dinner 

FALL DRAMA PERFORMANCE : “PINOCCHIO”  
The fall drama performance has been selected by teacher Perry Thrun. We’re not lying! People 

of all ages will love the classic tale of “Pinocchio”.  

This class will provide students the opportunity to grow as actors/actresses and sharpen their 

performance skills whether they’ve been acting for years or never stepped on a stage in their 

life! The course will begin with “getting-to-know-you” improv & theatre games. As the class con-

tinues, the students will audition, rehearse, and work together to put on this production of 

“Pinocchio”. Each student will learn to develop a character’s physicality, vocalization, and 

thought process through a variety of different techniques, exercises, & rehearsals. The class will 

take place Tuesdays & Thursdays from 5-7pm and is open to students ages 6-18. 

Watch for more info on performance dates & times in future newsletter issues! 

*Though you may purchase tickets for the meal on the day of the concert (for $1 more per ticket: Adults $6, Children 

$4), we ask that you consider purchasing your tickets in advance so we can adequately plan food quantities. 
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PHOTOS FROM FORTE’S “END OF THE SESSION” FAMILY PICNIC  

Here’s what happens when you have perfect weather to celebrate the end of another awesome session & 

performance from our students. Whipped cream + water + teachers as targets = a whole lot of fun! 

Thanks to Steve Afdahl for capturing these moments! 
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A SNEAK-PEAK AT THE FALL SESSION CLASSES 

Here is a tentative listing of  course offerings. Subject to additions or changes.  

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL ENSEMBLES  

 
Flute - Thursdays, 5:00-6:00 p.m. 
Teacher - Joy Afdahl  
 
Clarinet - Thursdays, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Teacher - Joy Afdahl 
 
Saxophone - Thursdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Teacher - Joy Afdahl 
 
French Horn - Thursdays, 5:00-6:00 p.m. 
Teacher - Debbie Helland 
 
Brass - Thursdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Teacher - Joe Delisi 
 
Percussion - Thursdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Teacher - Jeff Vigness 
 
Jazz Band -  Thursdays, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
Cost: $168 Prerequisite: At least one full year on your instrument & bring your own instrument.  
This is a fun way to continue learning on your instrument without taking weekly lessons. We’ll 
study 2 new pieces each session so you can participate in one or both sessions and not miss out.  
 

BEGINNING BAND 
Thursdays, 7:45 - 8:30 a.m. Prerequisite: One session of lessons.  
Learn how to play your own part in a larger ensemble. Have fun playing a variety of music that 
we’ll perform at the end of the session in two concerts.  
Cost: Free if taking private lessons from a Forte instructor, $120 if not.  
 
 

DRAMA 
DRAMA PRODUCTION CLASS : See description on page 4 of this newsletter for details.  
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 5:00-7:00 p.m. Cost: $324 
 
IMPROVE YOUR IMPROV: This class is for students of all ages. It teaches students to think on 
their feet, develop confidence, and have fun! They will learn a wide variety of different short 
form and long form improvisation games & different techniques to allow them to be comfortable 
while performing them in front of an audience. Improv is also a huge skill to have in developing 
natural instincts and reactions to others while acting.  
Thursdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m.  Cost: $10 per class 



Forte Fine Arts Academy is a community-based 

fine arts school devoted to providing a high-

quality and accessible education to students of all 

ages and levels of ability. 

Our teachers strive to instill a lifelong appreciation 

of the arts through creative teaching and nurturing 

learning experiences. 

Forte is currently located at St. John’s Lutheran 

Church in Lakeville. We are a separate organiza-

tion and are not affiliated with St. John’s. We 

thank the congregation for their graciousness in 

providing the space for Forte to grow! 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 663  Lakeville, MN 55044 

Located at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

20165 Heath Avenue in Lakeville, Minnesota 

Phone: 612-524-8332 

E-mail: joy@fortefinearts.org 

laura@fortefinearts.org 

 

We’re on the Web! 

 www.fortefinearts.org 

If you have a story idea for a future edition of “Fanfare” or have 

any comments or suggestions, email our newsletter producer —

Heather Buege at heather@fortefinearts.org 

Keeping with our commitment to operate as “greenly” as possible, each issue of our newsletter 

“Fanfare” is distributed electronically to Forte Fine Arts Academy families & friends!  

TUNES TO ROCK OUT YOUR 4th! 
With burgers and hot dogs sizzling on the grill, plenty of bright sunshine (fingers crossed!), kids 

enjoying the pool or running through the sprinkler, and a brilliant fireworks display after sunset, 

nothing complements 4th of July festivities quite like a lively mix of patriotic tunes! Here are a 

few titles that will make your playlist worthy of celebration!!  

“Stars & Stripes Forever” - John Philip Sousa 

“God Bless the USA” - Lee Greenwood 

“American Child” - Phil Vassar 

“God Bless America” - Celine Dion 

“Undivided” - Bon Jovi 

“Coming to America” - Neil Diamond 

“The Star Spangled Banner” - various renditions 

“America the Beautiful” - Ray Charles 

“Independence Day” - Martina McBride 

` -`———*****———-` ` -` -’-` -` -’` -` ’-` ’-`******       <—-————my fireworks display. HAPPY 4th! :) 


