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Because of that holiday on the 14th of the month, it’s hard to think of February without 
thinking of the word “love”. 
 
Sometimes I think the word “love” gets used too loosely, especially in the English lan-
guage. It is used to describe emotions that are far too different. I love my husband & 
kids, I love to write, I love the Minnesota Vikings (even this past season!) and I love 
cheese.  
 

When you use the word “love” think about how you are using it. Do you mean that you 
just really, really like something or do you truly have a deep, passionate feeling of 
affection?  
 
At Forte Fine Arts Academy, our teachers & staff have a deep “love” and appreciation 
of the arts. We believe our students & families also share this love, and we hope you 
carry that with you your entire life! 

Instrumental & Vocal Music, Drama, Creative Arts—We love the Arts here at Forte!  

IT’S FORTE’S FIRST BIRTHDAY! COME 

AND HELP US CELEBRATE! 

We’re dishing out cupcakes the week of 

Feb. 13th— it’s our little way of saying 

“Thanks!” for an amazing 1st year! 
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Our First Year: A Pictorial Review Director’s Score  

What a fantastic month January was!  So many new families came 

through Forte and were introduced to our wonderful teachers.  We hope 

to do something similar in May. If your family has ideas of what you'd 

like to try at Forte, let us know!  We are looking forward to the start of 

session two.  As always we will continue to welcome new students.  The 

groups (Drama, Brass Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble, Saxophone Ensem-

ble, and Advanced Wind Ensemble) will stay open until the first day of 

rehearsal which will be the week of February 6.  If you know of anyone 

that might be interested in joining one of these groups, please have them 

contact us.  If you refer a family that decides to take lessons at Forte, 

you will receive a $10 credit that you can use towards your own child's 

studies at Forte.  Thank you again for all your support! 

Joy Afdahl                               

Forte Executive Director 

Tom started teaching guitar at Tonya Music Store, St. Could, MN in 1966 

to supplement his "band" income while attending St. Cloud State University. 

He graduated from St. Cloud State University with a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Elementary Education in 1972, and obtained his Master of Sci-

ence degree in Special Education in 1990. During his 30 year teaching 

career, he taught guitar within the various school districts in which he was 

employed. He has taught private guitar lessons and taken lessons periodi-

cally during the past four decades. He has played in classic rock, contem-

porary, and Christian groups for over 45 years.  He is enjoying his retire-

ment by keeping music in his life.  Besides teaching guitar at Forte Fine Arts 

Academy, he plays with the Minnesota Street Rod Retro Rockers.   

Get to know your Forte teachers: Tom Stapel  

Forte now has a mailbox at St. John's!  You no longer need to 

mail your checks and registrations.  Ask your child's teacher 

where it is and they would be happy to show you.  Envelopes 

are in the mailbox to place your checks in if you wish. 

No Postage Necessary!!  

Tom Stapel             

Forte Guitar teacher 
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Forte Student of  the Month: Tyler Johnson  
We have some pretty amazing students here at Forte—each and every one 

with their own unique talents. We could easily feature any one of our stu-

dents in a given month. We hope you enjoy getting to know some of them 

in the months ahead through this student feature in “Fanfare”. 

Tom Stapel, Forte guitar teacher 

“ Tyler started taking guitar lessons at Forte Fine 

Arts Academy in June of 2011.  His interest and 

passion for learning the guitar were very evident 

after only a few lessons.  During the summer, Ty-

ler was not content with just one guitar lesson 

each week but was anxious to learn as much as 

he could.  Tyler attended a music camp where he 

learned the fundamentals of basic guitar chord-

ing.  I never have to ask him how many minutes a 

day he has “practiced”.  It is very evident that 

Tyler picks up his guitar quite often because he 

meets our weekly guitar goals and usually sur-

passes them.  I am sure he does not view picking 

up his guitar as “practice”, but  sees his guitar(s) 

as fun and pleasurable.  Yes, I said guitars, be-

cause Tyler has both an acoustic and electric.   It 

is a pleasure to see Tyler’s enthusiastic face ap-

pear at my door each week for his guitar lesson.  

I am delighted that I can be a part of his guitar 

learning process.”                                                    

Jennie (Tyler’s mom): 

“For Tyler's 8th birthday he really wanted and 

electric guitar.  We were not sure that we 

wanted an 8 year old with an electric guitar 

and amp "jamming" in the basement, but he 

persisted, and his grandparents granted his 

wish.  Last summer, we decided that he was 

truly interested in learning to play, so we en-

rolled him at Forte.  That was one of the best 

decisions we have ever made!  Tom has been 

an amazing instructor and Tyler really looks 

up to him.  Tyler has amazed us with all that 

he has learned, and more importantly the hard 

work and dedication he has shown.  I have 

seen him take these skills into other activities 

(hockey and snowboarding) and his school 

work.  Now when he goes down in the base-

ment to jam, I tell him to leave the door open!  

Thank you Tom and all of the Forte staff!” 

____________________________________ 

Hi, my name is Tyler Johnson.  I am a 3rd grader at Cherry View 

Elementary.  I started guitar last summer.  I wanted to learn to 

play the guitar because I really like how it sounds.  Playing gets 

more fun at each lesson.  My teacher, Tom Stapel, is a great 

teacher.  He is very kind and I enjoy learning from him.  Guitar is 

very, very fun.  My favorite song to play is Rockin Robin. I’m very 

excited before every lesson. I would probably like to play guitar 

for my whole life. I like playing chords a little more than notes. 

Guitar is one of my favorite hobbies. 

 

Tyler Johnson 

SUMMER CLASS SCHEDULES WILL BE 
DETAILED IN MARCH’S NEWSLETTER &  

ON OUR WEBSITE— KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN! 
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PAPER!! PAPER!! PAPER!! 
This class will give students an introduction to the world of paper arts while reviewing the basics of 

color schemes and color mixing. We will use paper and other supplies to create two and three dimen-

sional projects. Some of the uses of paper that will be explored are how to make paper, paper ma-

che, masks, collages, and more.  

•Beginner level course 

•When: Tuesdays 3:30-4:25, starting February 7, 2012 

•Prerequisite: Just a love of art 

•Cost: $192 

 

EXPLORING LANDSCAPES, STILL-LIFES, AND ABSTRACT PAINTING 

Students will come out of this class with a deeper knowledge of color schemes (tertiary, analogous, 

and monochromatic), perspective drawing, and the rule of thirds. Join in on the fun and learn how to 

use watercolor and acrylic paint while creating masterpieces of your own!  

•Beginning and intermediate level course. 

•When: Thursdays 5:00-6:00, starting February 9, 2012 

•Prerequisite: Just a love of art 

•Cost: $192 

Cre8tive Opportunities—Something for Everyone! 

EARLY CHILDHOOD MUSIC EDUCATION/APPRECIATION 

Creepers and Little Groovers: ages 0-2 with parent or caregiver - 5:45-

6:15pm Tuesdays 

Movers and Groovers: ages 3-6 with parent or caregiver - 6:30-7:00pm 

Tuesdays 

Classes will need a minimum of 4 participants. 

Cost: $96  

Get your little one started off on the right note—expose them to music early 

and often! 

Here’s Looking at You, Kid!  
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Strike up the Band! 

Band Lessons—Second session 

 

Level One 

This is for the very beginner on any Wind or Percussion Instrument. This will include Flute, Clarinet, Sax-

ophone, Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone, Baritone, and Percussion.  If your child already knows what 

instrument they would like to play they need only to sign up. The students will be grouped with other 

like instruments in a group of up to 10 students for a 30 minute lesson once a week for 12 weeks. If a 

student must miss a lesson they may attend another group lesson the same week if there is one offered 

to receive that weeks instruction. Otherwise there are no individual make-up lessons. 

•Prerequisite: None 

•Cost: $120 plus the cost of instrumental rental or purchase, book, and music stand 

•Minimum number of students for a class to take place: 3 

Level Two 

This is for the Woodwind, Brass or Percussion Student that has a little experience on their instrument. 

This will include Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone, Baritone, and Percussion. 

The students will be grouped with other like instruments in a group of at least 3 students but no more 

than 5 for a 30 minute lesson once a week for 12 weeks. They will also sign up to participate in a 

large group rehearsal for 45 minutes once a week. The large group will take place on Thursday morn-

ing from 7:45-8:30. If a student must miss a small group lesson they may attend another group lesson 

the same week if there is one offered to receive that weeks instruction. If a student must miss a large 

group rehearsal they may attend another time that day to receive that weeks instruction. Otherwise 

there are no individual make-up lessons. 

•Prerequisite: Completion of Level One or proof of 3-6 months of private instruction from a Forte In-

structor or an instructor other than a Forte Instructor. 

•Cost: $240 

•Minimum number of students for a class to take place: 3 

Prerequisite and Cost for participation in Large Group rehearsal only 

Cost will be $120. 

Private and Semi-Private Band Lessons 

Private lessons are available on request for all band instruments.  

 

SUMMER CLASS SCHEDULES WILL BE 
DETAILED IN MARCH’S NEWSLETTER &  

ON OUR WEBSITE— KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN! 
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All the World’s a Stage: Drama & Improv  

DRAMA/THEATER: ACTING FOR THE STAGE  

This class will provide students the opportunity to grow as actors/actresses and sharpen their performance 

skills whether they've been acting for years, or never stepped on a stage in their life. We'll begin the 

course with 'getting-to-know-you' improvisation and theatre games. As classes continue, the students will au-

dition, rehearse, and work together to put on a show! Each student will learn how to develop a character's 

physicality, vocalization, and thought process through a variety of different techniques, exercises, and re-

hearsals.  

•Production: “Winnie the Pooh” 

•Requirements: For students ages 6-18 with a love for the stage and a smile! 

•Mondays and Thursdays from 5:00-7:00 p.m., starting February 6, 2012 

•Cost: $324 

IMPROV WITH PERRY  

Our drama teacher Perry is going to be doing a class called "Improv with Perry!" Every Tuesday night 

from 5-6 p.m. and Thursday night from 7-8 p.m. Perry will be playing improv games with students to 

help improve their self-esteem and public speaking. It will be $10 per student, per session. You only 

pay when you can come, and there is a minimum of five students in order for the improv games to 

work. There is a maximum charge of $20 per family.  

 

Students will be exposed to a variety of styles of music designed to develop technical skills while introduc-

ing aspects of the musical language in order for students to make the connection between their instrument 

and knowledge of music. 

•Prerequisite: At least 1-3 years of experience on any woodwind, brass or percussion instrument.  

•Cost: $192 for 12 weekly rehearsals plus an instrument (we have some that can be rented if you need), 

pencil, and music stand. Forte will provide music for the students.  Starting the week of February 6 and 

ending the week of May 4. 

 

Instrument Ensembles 

•Brass - Thursdays 4:30-5:25 p.m. (Includes Trumpet, Trombone, Euphonium, Baritone, French Horn, Tuba) 

•Advanced Woodwind Ensemble - Thursdays 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

•French Horns - Thursdays 4:30-5:25 p.m. 

•Clarinet/Saxophones - Mondays 3:00-3:55 p.m. 

•Percussion - Mondays 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

•Orchestra - Tuesdays 6:30-7:25 p.m. 

Middle School Ensembles 
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Tickling the Ivories: Piano Lessons  
BEGINNER 

This is for the student who has little to no experience with the piano. It doesn’t matter 

what age the student is. The teacher will decide what book will be best for each stu-

dent. 

•Prerequisite: None 

•Cost: A 30 minute lesson will be $264 for 12 lessons. A 60 minute lesson will be $480 

for 12 lessons. Access to a full size piano or keyboard with pedal. The teacher will tell you what books to purchase. 

EARLY INTERMEDIATE 

This is for the student who has had one to two years of previous experience on the piano. 

•Prerequisite: Proof of one to two years of piano instruction from another teacher. 

•Cost: A 30 minute lesson will be $264 for 12 lessons. A 60 minute lesson will be $480 for 12 lessons. Access to a full size 

piano or keyboard with pedal. The teacher will tell you what books to purchase. 

INTERMEDIATE 

This is for the student what has had three to four years of previous experience on the piano and is showing signs of 

wanting or needing a more rigorous course of instruction. 

•Prerequisite: Proof of three-four years of piano instruction from another teacher. 

•Cost: A 30 minute lesson will be $264 for 12 lessons. A 60 minute lesson will be $480 for 12 lessons. Access to a full size 

piano or keyboard with pedal. The teacher will tell you what books to purchase. 

ADVANCED 

This is for the student who has had at least four years of experience on the piano and is showing signs of wanting or need-

ing a more rigorous course of instruction. 

•Prerequisite: Proof of at least four years of piano instruction from another teacher. 

•Cost: A 30 minute lesson will be $264 for 12 lessons. A 60 minute lesson will be $480 for 12 lessons. Access to a full size 

piano or keyboard with pedal. The teacher will tell you what books to purchase. 

Each individual has a different musical background so will be at their own unique level. Lessons based on each person's 

skill level and interests/tastes in music. Each student will learn pieces of music that they like and are inspired by. 

Beginner: For students who have never played the violin. These lessons will teach the basic physical act of playing a violin 

and how to read music. 

Intermediate: For students who have played the violin previously and have had lessons, but aren't quite confident in 

their playing yet. These lessons will teach the subtleties of making a beautiful sound through learning more complex piec-

es of music. 

Advanced: For students who have studied the violin a number of years and are quite comfortable/confident with most 

pieces of music. These lessons will teach confidence in the higher positions of the violin. Students will learn very advance 

pieces of music. 

•1 student/ 30 minute lesson once a week for 12 weeks $264 ($22 per lesson) 

•1 student/ 60 minute lesson once a week for 12 weeks $480 ($40 per lesson) 

•2-4 students/ 30 minute lesson once a week for 12 weeks $192 per student ($16 per lesson per student) 

•2-4 students/ 60 minute lesson once a week for 12 weeks $324 per student ($27 per lesson per student) 

Pulling a Few Strings: Violin Lessons  



Do you have a lot of “dust” in your life? The Fine Arts might be good feather dusters to help sweep away 
the “dust.” Or in some cases, Art creates a  thorough cleansing much like this “super-soaker” that our 
newsletter editor’s daughter used this past summer to help Mommy clean windows!  (see above)  

We’re big proponents of utilizing the power of art & creativity for improving emotional & mental health 
for people of all ages – and we thought this quote from Picasso was an inspiring reminder of this. While 
Picasso was no doubt most famous for his work in the field of painting, it is clear that the use of the 
word “Art” in his quote pertains to all forms of the discipline. 

TIME FOR SOME “SPRING CLEANING”!!  

Forte Fine Arts Academy is a community-based 

fine arts school devoted to providing a high-

quality and accessible education to students of all 

ages and levels of ability. 

Our teachers strive to instill a lifelong appreciation 

of the arts through creative teaching and nurturing 

learning experiences. 

Forte is currently located at St. John’s Lutheran 

Church in Lakeville. We are a separate organiza-

tion and are not affiliated with St. John’s. We 

thank the congregation for their graciousness in 

providing the space for Forte to grow! 

Located at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

20165 Heath Avenue in Lakeville, Minnesota 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 663  Lakeville, MN 55044 

Phone: 612-524-8332 

E-mail: joy@fortefinearts.org 

laura@fortefinearts.org 

 

We’re on the Web! 

 www.fortefinearts.org 
If you have a story idea for a future edition of “Fanfare” or have 

any comments or suggestions, email our newsletter producer —

Heather Buege at heather@fortefinearts.org 

“Art washes from the soul 
the dust of everyday life.”  

- Pablo Picasso 


