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Special points of interest: 

 Dec 3: Registration begins for 

Winter/Spring session 

 Dec 8: “Pinocchio” performances, 

3:00 & 6:30 pm 

 Dec 14: End Fall session 

 Dec 15: Payment 1 of 3 due for 

Session 2 lessons 

 December 17: Forte Show Choir  

at Highview Hills, 6:30 pm 

 Dec 17-21: Makeup lessons 

 Dec 21, 22, 23: Winter Perfor-

mances 

 Jan 7: Individual lessons resume 

 Jan 7: 3 week J-Term starts 

 Jan 15: Deadline to sign up for 

and pay for Session 2 classes 

 Jan 28: Winter/Spring 12-week 

classes begin 
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December 8 - Drama Production of "Pinocchio" at St. John's Lutheran Church 

3:00 p.m. 

December 8 - Drama Production of "Pinocchio" at Highview Hills  (next to 

St. John's) at 6:30 p.m. 

December 17- Forte Show Choir “Ovation” at Highview Hills, 6:30 p.m. 

December 21 - Individual recitals and Forte Jazz Band & Beginning Band 

6:30 p.m. (St. John's) with Forte Show Choir “Ovation” 

December 22 - Individual recitals and Forte Jazz Band & Beginning Band 

3:00 p.m. (St. John's) 

December 23 - Individual recitals 1:30 p.m. (Highview Hills) 

‘TIS THE (PERFORMANCE) SEASON  

Students in our drama and music (vocal & instrumental) departments have 

been hard at work in preparation for several upcoming Forte performances. 

We know that it’s a busy time of the year, but we hope you will be able to 

participate and join us at these events: 

FORTE CRAFT & BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER AT PERFORMANCES 

We are looking for volunteers to donate crafts and/or baked items for 
our upcoming fundraising event.   We are also looking for people that 
might be available to help out at the bake/craft sale.   We have three 
performance dates we are looking to fill: December 21st, 22nd, & 23rd.   
Please contact us to let us know if you can help and when.  Thanks so 

much for your support! 

You may contact one of the following: 

Sherry Boan at:  mnboan@gmail.com 

Jennifer Burkle at:  jburkle1@charter.net 

Marrielin Ofstad at:  ofstadfam@charter.net 

mailto:jburkle1@charter.net
mailto:ofstadfam@charter.net
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DIRECTOR’S SCORE  

Joy Afdahl                               

Forte Fine Arts Academy    

Executive Director 

The holiday season is upon us which means the new year will be here before 

we know it!  There are three important “start dates” I would like to bring to 

your attention.  December 22nd is the official deadline to sign up for January 

classes. Our 3 week J-term session will start on January 7th which will intro-

duce some new and different classes for students to just try out for  short time.  

Individual/private lessons on for all instruments will also resume on January 

7th.  These will run for a 15-week period leading up to our Spring Recitals.  

Tuition for the lessons will be divided into 3 payment installments unless spe-

cial arrangements are made ahead of time.  The first payment will be due De-

cember 15th, second payment due February 15th and the final payment due 

April15th.  A late fee of $20 will be charged to any family who has a balance 

due past April 15th for Session Two classes and lessons. January 28th will be 

the start of our second session of 12-week classes, with registration and pay-

ments due by January 15th.  We are always tweaking the schedule to meet 

the needs of our families and teachers.   

Please check our website often to keep up to date with all new classes. 

The first semester of Forte Fine Arts Academy’s show choir, 

“Ovation”, is almost complete - and what a great first semes-

ter it has been!  

We’ve been having fun with lots of great singing, dancing, 

and of course, JAZZ HANDS!  

We will be singing at Forte’s Winter performance on Friday, 

December 21st, in addition to our own performance at High-

view Hills at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, December 17th.   

Come and see where the fun is happening, and then get 

signed up to sing and dance with us for the Spring Semester.   

Classes are held Fridays from 5-6 at St. John’s.   

We’d love to have you join us! 

CHOIR CORNER with Debbie Mason 

SHOW 
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STUDENT OF THE MONTH: DEL STEIN 

“I have been involved with music most of my life. Both my mother and aunt were 

music teachers so there was always music and instruments in the house. I began 

playing the cornet when I was in the fifth grade and continued through my first 

year in college. I took up the instruments again when I was asked to join the 

community band that was being formed in Beardsley Valley  in 1986. In 1997 a 

couple of us in the Albert Lea Community Band got the idea of starting a brass 

quintet. Six people showed up for the first meeting – 5 trumpets and one tuba. I 

decided to get a French horn and one of the others agreed to find a trombone. 

Eventually we learned to make a respectable noise. I currently play horn in the 

South of the River Community band based in Eagan. 

Even though I have played horn for a number of years, I have not had a formal instruction on the instrument. Since 

I am now retired and have plenty of time, I decided to take advantage of Forte Fine Arts Academy’s offerings, 

especially since Debbie Helland is the horn instructor. In the short time I have been working with Debbie I am actu-

ally learning how to play properly and my playing has greatly improved. Debbie is an excellent teacher. She sets 

high standards, is honest and specific with her feedback, and is always encouraging. She is an accomplished horn 

player and uses her abilities to demonstrate the techniques she is teaching. Her relaxed classroom manner keeps 

the lessons enjoyable and fun. My experience at Forte has added a new richness to a hobby I have always en-

joyed.”  

        _______________________________________________________________________________ 

“In my many years of teaching, I have never had the opportunity to teach someone that is 

so close in age to me as I have in giving French Horn lessons to Del. The fall/winter semes-

ter of lessons with Del has been one of the highlights of my teaching career.  

 

Del is what I would call a Renaissance man  - "a present-day man who has acquired pro-

found knowledge or proficiency in more than one field" (as defined by Dictionary. com.) 

As we continue through our 60 minute lesson (Del quickly decided that a 30 minute lesson is 

not long enough), we work on scales, tone, articulation, melodic interpretation, tempo, flex-

ibility, and all of the elements of a music lesson. Each lesson, though, branches out into dis-

cussions on music history, various concerts Del has attended, and his latest explorations on 

YouTube of horn performances. I would say that after each lesson, we BOTH have learned 

something new!  

 

Del is a great example for all of us - young and not so young! Challenging ourselves in 

any new area of learning is invigorating and definitely worth the effort. Way to go, Del!”  

— Debbie Helland, Del’s Forte Fine Arts Academy horn instructor 

We have some pretty amazing students here at Forte—each and every one with their own unique talents. 

We could easily feature any one of our students in a given month. This month we feature a student that 

is the true embodiment of Forte’s mission to instill a LIFELONG appreciation of the arts. Del Stein has 

passionately pursued his music interests his entire life, and is still working to improve his talents by tak-

ing horn lessons from Debbie Helland at Forte! 

Debbie Helland          

Forte Fine Arts Academy 

Band Specialist        



Q: Tell us a little about yourself (where you’re from, theatre experience, etc.) 

A: I am originally from Rosemount, which is also where I currently reside. I graduated from Rosemount 

High School, completed a double major in Performing Arts and Interpersonal Communication at the 

University of Wisconsin - River Falls. I have been in over twenty plays and one acts throughout my col-

lege career (as well as two theatre organizations), and three semi-professional productions at St. Croix 

Off Broadway Dinner Theatre. I also dabble in film and creative writing. I'm engaged to the beautiful 

and charming HannaMaria, who would give me endless harassment if I did not mention her (not en-

tirely true). 

 

Q: I’m going to ask you to play favorites for a bit. What is your favorite role you’ve played as an actor? 

A: My favorite role I've played is Slim in Of Mice and Men. Great cast, fantastic writing, and the first play I have ever been in. 

 

Q: What’s your favorite genre of theatre? 

A: My favorite genre would have to be comedy. Within the first minute you can tell if the audience is entertained. Some-

times its brutal, but most of the time its an absolute blast. Drama is a close second. 

 

Q: Acting can’t take up ALL of your time, can it? What are some of your hobbies outside of theatre? 

A: Hobbies of mine would include reading, writing, movies, board games; most anything under the sun. 

 

Q: I absolutely love theatrical productions. What are some of your favorites? 

A: Some of my favorite theatrical productions include Wicked, The Music Man, Romeo and Juliet and The Odd Couple. 

 

Q: We obviously think you are a great addition to the Forte family. Why do you personally believe you are a good fit?  

A: I believe I am a good fit for Forte because I have a passion to teach and a wealth of knowledge to pull from. I'm not afraid 

to try new things, and I love learning from others. Education has always been an escape for me, and I believe that having fun 

in the classroom is one of the most efficient, direct ways of connecting with students. They shouldn't just be learning, they 

need to be having fun. Children and young adults should be encouraged to think big, pursue dreams and embrace imagina-

tion. My hope is that every student at Forte, not just in my classes, sees the passion their teachers have for fine arts, and 

adopts it as their own. That is my ultimate goal as a teacher. 
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TEACHER FEATURE: Starring Eric Douglas, Forte’s New Drama Teacher  
Forte is pleased to welcome Eric Douglas as our new drama teacher.  Our newsletter editor Heather Buege 

asked Eric a few questions and here is what he had to say. Welcome to Forte, Eric! 

Typical of his fun-loving, imaginative nature, 

Forte drama teacher Eric Douglas finds himself 

laughing hysterically at a joke his plush giraffe 

told him while in Duluth!  
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 J-TERM (JANUARY) DRAMA CLASSES 
We are excited to offer the following classes with our new drama teacher Eric Douglas!  

GENRE JUMPERS 

Prepare for an adventure! Over the course of a few weeks,  students will dive into 

many different genres of theatre including Comedy, Melodrama, Improv, Classical, 

Commedia del'arte, Puppet Theatre, Reader's Theatre and Drama. By the end of 

this class, students will have a better understanding of many different theatre gen-

res through tons of games and fun activities! Tuesdays 6-7 PM 

                                                                                         

BASICS OF DIRECTING 

Ever want to boss people around? This class is PERFECT for you! Fledgling directors 

will turn into masters of the theatre as they learn the art of directing. This course 

covers casting, blocking, set dressing, props, actor management and rehearsals. By 

the end of the class, students will direct their own short play, casting other students 

in the class. No leadership experience required! Tuesdays 7-8 PM 

 

PUPPETRY 

Students get to learn about, make and practice with a wide variety of puppets 

including finger, sock, glove, marionette, rod and shadow. Lessons will range from 

technique and manipulation to voice and characterization. At the end of the semes-

ter, students will put on a short play using the puppets they made in class - no 

strings attached! Well...maybe.  Thursdays 7-8 PM 

IMPROV                                                                             
Come and learn how to “think on your feet”! Thursdays 6-7 PM         

VOICE & ARTICULATION 

In this class, students will gain an understanding of voice and articulation through fun games and techniques 

to develop and improve the vocal aspect of acting. This class will include lessons in projection, pitch, breath-

ing, pace, pause, and stress. Students will also get an opportunity to experiment with a variety of accents! 

 

SPEECH 101 

Need to work on your speaking skills? Nervous about getting up in front of a group? Fret not, Speech 101 is 

here to help students build confidence in front of small groups, as well as teach them the basics of public 

speaking. Students will learn about the importance of speech and communication, and even how to debate 

among their peers! This class is perfect for students who are part of a speech team, too! 

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR A CONTINUATION OF SPRING DRAMA CLASS LISTINGS —> 

SNEAK PEEK AT SESSION 2 (SPRING) DRAMA CLASSES  
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GET CRE8TIVE—Upcoming Forte Art Classes 
DROP-IN ART CLASSES WITH DAVID NYSSEN 
Please sign up in advance (if possible) so we know how many sup-
plies to provide. 

 
POINTILISM—Georges Seurat 
Friday, December 7 4:30-5:30 PM 
Learn how Georges Seurat uses dots to create a picture, and then 
make your own. 

 
DRIP, DROP, SPLATTER! - Jackson Pollock 
Friday, January 25  6:00-7:00 PM 

Jackson Pollock became famous for action painting or dripping paint on a canvas. Learn how 
you can make fun pop art with just a drip, drop, and a splatter.  
 
 

JANUARY TERM CLASS 
BEDROOM, KITCHEN, BATHROOM ART 
Thursdays—January 10th, 17th, 24th—4:30-5:30 PM 
Each week we will create a new work of art to hang in your bedroom, kitchen, and bathroom.  

SNEAK PEEK AT SESSION 2 (SPRING) DRAMA CLASSES (cont’d)  
JOBS IN THEATRE                                                                                                                             
Want to learn what goes into directing a play? How about costuming? Think 

you could rock some props and lighting? Perhaps figure out what a dramaturge 

is, and then become one? In this class, students will learn all about the jobs that 

make live theatre possible, while playing entertaining games that reinforce the 

lessons. "All the world's a stage!" - William Shakespeare 

CHARACTERIZATION & METHODOLOGY 

In this class, students will gain an understanding of what goes into building a 

character from the ground up including posture, voice, movement and other 

techniques of characterization. Students will also learn the psychology of the character they are playing 

through the use of beats (both short-term and long-term objectives), as well as brief lessons in character em-

pathy and method acting. 

THEATRE HISTORY HEROES 

Get ready to take a tour through time! Students will learn about the beginning of theatre all the way to the 

present, from Classical all the way to the Modern Musical! Students will learn about some of the coolest he-

roes across the rich history of theatre, and take on some of the most sinister villains. By the end of the semes-

ter, students will have a solid understanding of some of the greatest eras in theatre history! 

PLEASE KEEP CHECKING OUR WEBSITE FOR UP-TO-DATE CLASS OFFERINGS & SCHEDULES! 
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OPEN HOUSE ART EVENT—PLAN NOW TO ATTEND!  

 
We are excited to offer this FREE Open House Art Event in December. EVERYONE 
can join us! 
 

DECEMBER OPEN HOUSE ART EVENT  

Thursday, December 13 5:00-7:00 PM 
 
Stop by and help make small ornamental hats that will be 
sold during our concerts and performances in December as a 
fundraiser.  Come for part of it or stay for the whole thing.   
This event will be FREE and all are welcome to participate. 

 
JANUARY CLASSES  

 

PAINTING  

Learn to paint some fun winter scenes using acrylics & watercolors -Tuesdays 4:30-5:30 PM 
 

JUNK ART 

Let's get together and make some unique sculptures and paintings with junk from around the 
house.  Tuesdays 5:30-6:30 PM 
 

COLOR FIELD PAINTING - One Night Only  

Using a little tape, canvas, and some acrylic paint, let's make some paintings inspired by 
Barnett Newman to decorate your room. Barnett Newman focused his paintings on color and 
not a subject. Using his style of painting is simple and there is no way you can make a mis-
take. This class is one night only and does require you to sign up ahead of time to ensure 
that there are enough supplies. Cost $20 , Friday January 11, 6:00-7:00 PM 

THIS MONTH IN DECEMBER 2—French Post-Impressionist painter and 

draftsman Georges Seurat, the founder of pointilism, was 

born.  He was the first artist to paint using dots or very short 

brushstrokes. 

One of Seurat’s most famous paintings is Sunday Afternoon 

on the Island of La Grande Jatte. (“Google” it and see if you’ve 

seen it before!) He spent over TWO YEARS painting it, fo-

cusing meticulously on the landscape of the park. The origi-

nal is approximately 6 feet x 10 feet! That’s LOTS of DOTS! 

GET CRE8TIVE—Upcoming Forte Art Classes 
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FORTE TEACHERS HAVE A LOT OF CLASS OPTIONS FOR YOU TO CHOOSE FROM IN 

THE AREAS OF INSTRUMENTAL, VOCAL, DRAMA, CREATIVE ARTS, & WRITING 

 

FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS FOR ALL OUR CLASSES, SEE OUR WEBSITE: 

WWW.FORTEFINEARTS.ORG 

Forte is in need of several items that would help us save money. Next time you’re at 

the office supply, craft, or music store please consider some of these items. Perhaps 

you have a store “loyalty” card with reward points built up that you would like to use 

to purchase some items for us. Your purchases may be directly given to the teacher 

or administrator that needs it. We are grateful for your gifts! 

(All of our teachers could probably use some supplies, so if you don’t see your teacher’s wish list below, 

please ask them if/how you can help!) 

Laura Pettis (Administrator): Stamps, long envelopes, reams of paper 

Joy Afdahl (Band Instructor): Stickers for piano students, Rico Royal reeds size 2 1/2 for alto saxophone 

& clarinet 

Debbie Helland (Band Specialist): White board markers—numerous sets, stickers, folders 

Di Li (String Specialist): a nice medium metronome 

Joe DeLisi (Instrumental Specialist): 3-ring binders & plastic sheet protectors, valve oil, slide grease, slide 

cream - spray bottle, tiny screwdrivers for instrument repair, white board markers 

Natalia Cornelius (String & Piano Specialist): stickers, couple of cellos from Burnsville Schmitt Music 

(contact Natalia if interested in more info & special pricing) 

David Nyssen (Art Specialist): Watercolors (pan sets and in tubes), Watercolor Paper, Paintbrushes, 

Akua Intaglio Printmaking Inks (any color), Acrylic Paint, Yarn, Scissors, Crayons, Colored Sidewalk 

Chalk, Chalk Pastels, Oil Pastels, Glue Sticks, Elmer’s School Glue, Pencils, Colored Pencils, Spray Bottles, 

Colored Construction Paper, Name Tags, 18"x18" Stretched Canvases, 4"x4" and 6"x6" Stretched Can-

vases (gallery wrapped), Drawing Paper (any size), Speedball Baren, Wooden Kitchen Spoons, Stor-

age Containers for Supplies. 

Jennifer Ackland (Music Therapist): Acoustic Guitar, Omnichord or Q Chord, Small Keyboard (easy to 

transport), Reverie Harp, 25 pr. of sticks, 25 jingle bells, 25 Chiquita Shakers, 25 pr. of sandblocks, 

Wave Drum, Rainstick, Instrument adaptors for clients with special needs (tubing, velcro handles, clamps, 

etc..), IPAD applications, iTunes money to purchase music to use during sessions, IPOD Docking station/

speakers, Books, rubber stamps, stamp pads, visual aids, Music Therapy Lesson Books specific to various 

diagnosis. 

TEACHERS’ WISH LISTS—CAN YOU HELP US OUT? 



Forte Fine Arts Academy is a community-based 

fine arts school devoted to providing a high-

quality and accessible education to students of all 

ages and levels of ability. 

Our teachers strive to instill a lifelong appreciation 

of the arts through creative teaching and nurturing 

learning experiences. 

Forte is currently located at St. John’s Lutheran 

Church in Lakeville. We are a separate organiza-

tion and are not affiliated with St. John’s. We 

thank the congregation for their graciousness in 

providing the space for Forte to grow! 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 663  Lakeville, MN 55044 

Located at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

20165 Heath Avenue in Lakeville, Minnesota 

Phone: 612-524-8332 

E-mail: joy@fortefinearts.org 

laura@fortefinearts.org 

 

We’re on the Web! 

 www.fortefinearts.org 

If you have a story idea for a future edition of “Fanfare” or have 

any comments or suggestions, email our newsletter producer —

Heather Buege at heather@fortefinearts.org 

Keeping with our commitment to operate as “greenly” as possible, each issue of our newsletter 

“Fanfare” is distributed electronically to Forte Fine Arts Academy families & friends!  

WISHING ALL OUR STUDENTS “GOOD LUCK”!  
As the holiday performances approach, you may find your house filled with some 

“butterflies” (or maybe not...maybe uncontainable enthusiasm is the norm?)  

A little bit of anxiety is okay and totally normal. If you sense some uneasiness, 

please encourage your child to share their feelings about their upcoming performance(s) and re-

assure them that their hard work will be worth the effort! 

There are many personal benefits (to people of ALL ages) to getting involved with art, music, 

and drama, particularly for people who are shy or lack confidence, as one of the main benefits 

is that performing arts help boost your confidence. Performing in front of a large, or even a 

small crowd can be very daunting but during rehearsals you will grow in confidence as your 

skills improve and you will be able to use this newfound confidence in every aspect of your life.  

Getting involved in the performing arts can also encourage one’s enthusiasm to shine through. If 

a person is lacking enthusiasm in other parts of their life, then getting involved in something 

they feel passionately about will give their enthusiasm a much needed boost and give them 

something to look forward to and feel proud about.  

Good luck to all of our students - We know you will shine brightly! 

-Heather Buege, Forte Fine Arts Academy “Fanfare” editor 


