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Special points of interest: 

 December 15: Student recit-

al & Drama production, 6:30 

pm, St. John’s Lutheran 

Church, Lakeville. FREE! 

 December 16: Concert for 

Forte groups & Drama pro-

duction 6:30 pm, St. John’s 

Lutheran Church. FREE! 

 Bake sale at both concerts 

 Dec. 19—January 8: No 

Forte classes due to Holiday 

Break. 

 January 9—January session 

classes start. 
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Beginning Band Class 

See story inside for details. 

Tuesdays or Thursdays for 3 

weeks, starting Jan. 10th! 

Drama with Perry Thrun  

Scene Studies Tues 7-8pm; 

Awesome Auditioning Tues 6-

7 pm; Imagination adventure 

Mondays 5-6pm; Storytime 

Drama Mondays 6-7pm;  

Improv Tuesdays 5-6pm 

Emotional Power of Classical 

Music with teacher Di Li  

Tuesdays 6:30-7:30 pm 

Origami & Paper Mache Hot 

Air Balloon classes with art 

teacher David Nyssen. Origa-

mi meets Thurs. from 5-6 pm 

and Balloons from 6-7 pm 

Beginning Strings with Di Li 

Tuesdays 7:30-8:30 pm 

See our website for more 

info and course details! 

 A SAMPLING OF 

JANUARY CLASSES 

FORTE HOLIDAY BAKE SALE 

For our Holiday Concerts on December 15 & 16 
we would like to have a bake sale to raise mon-
ey to purchase music & instruments for the stu-
dents at Forte to use. We are asking for LOTS of 
donations of baked goods (either store-bought 
or homemade) already prepackaged and ready 

to sell. The more baked goods we get, the more 
money we can make!  
If you are interested in donating please contact 
either Elisa Brown at elisa@fortefinearts.org or 
Kim Schmidt at BnKschmidt@frontiernet.net. We 
need help organizing this sale and volunteers 
willing to help sell.  

Let’s make this Forte’s biggest fundraiser yet! 

Photo by Heather Buege 

STUDENT PERFORMANCES TAKE CENTER STAGE! 
It’s an exciting time at Forte, as we gear up for two very special holiday perfor-

mances. The students have been hard at work and can’t wait to showcase their 

talents! December 15th will be the student recital, and December 16th will be 

the group concert. Both nights will also feature Forte’s drama performance of 

“Big Bad and the Hood”. As always, Forte performances are FREE and open to 

the public. Spread the word and bring along a few guests. 

mailto:elisa@fortefinearts.org
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come.  I want to wish you all a 
very safe and Happy Holiday 
season! -  I look forward to the 
year ahead! 

By Joy Afdahl, Executive Director 

The Holidays are upon us and I 
have to admit it is one of my 
favorite times of the year.  It's 
the one time in the year that I 
know I'm going to get to spend 
at least a little time with my im-
mediate and extended family.  
All the good food, the music, 
and gifts that are exchanged 
are always very memorable.  
Speaking of music, where would 
the holidays be without the arts?   
Music, decorations, dancing, and 

drama are everywhere.  In our 
family alone we easily cover all 
those areas.  Playing and sing-
ing in church is so powerful.  The 
emotions that can be expressed 
through music bring me so much 
closer to everyone I'm around.  
I'm so proud of all of our stu-
dents at Forte.  They are using 
their gifts to participate in the 
spirit of the season.  I look for-
ward to doing this with you and 
your family for many years to 

Joy Afdahl                               

Forte Executive Director 

“Honk, Toot, Crash!” Beginning Band Classes  

TELL YOUR FRIENDS! THEN HAVE THEM TELL THEIR FRIENDS!!! Please help spread the 
word about this crucial class for students wanting to start playing a musical instrument.  
 
Come explore the world of band instruments with our talented and knowledgeable in-
structors. Forte Fine Arts Academy will be holding an introductory class on band instru-
ments for those students thinking about joining band. This is a 3 week course. 
 
Each week, you will learn about all the instruments and get to try them all. The different 
“families” of instruments will be featured each week, so you can learn about all the 
parts that make up a band. 
 
The first week will teach you all about the wonderful world of woodwinds. The second 
week will be all about brass. The last week will have you hitting the percussion instru-
ments. 
 
Even if you have your heart set on a specific instrument, you might be surprised to learn 
there could be a different one that will be perfectly suited for you. We’ll help you 
begin your journey & develop your musical talents! 
 
Tuesdays: Jan. 10, 17, 24 (5-6, 6-7 or 7-8) or Thursdays: Jan. 12, 19, 26 (5-6, 6-7, or 
7-8)  Cost: $30 
(If students continue to take lessons from Forte, the $30 fee will be applied to their first lesson!) 



to pursue Music Education teaching 

others who love music as much as I 

do.  

Forte has helped me find other 

people who live for music like my-

self. In school, music has always 

been the minority. But once you get 

to high school everything changes. 

There are honor bands to partici-

pate in, lessons, and groups where 

everyone who really loves and 

lives for music is there.  Music is the 

reason I strive for excellence. Eve-

ry time I play I feel happy after-

wards. Music is basically what 

Here’s what Meg’s mother Tanya 

has to say about what music means 

to her and how it has influenced 

the lives of the Carlone family: 

“Music does so much for being 

some little dots written on some 

funny looking paper... it makes us 

smile, it can make us dance, re-

member loved ones and times in 

the past that come back as clear as 

if they were happening to us right 

now.  Music can let you do things 

that you didn't think were possible.  

Megan used to say, "no way I can 

play those high notes", "no way I 

can play that run of notes", but she 

CAN, she DID, and the smile of ac-

complishment on her face was 

worth a million dollars.  When 

things change, when people say 

"you can't", music makes her say "I 

CAN!"  Playing individually gives 

you a sense of fulfillment, but be-

ing able to play with the group 

makes you realize it takes EVERY-

ONE to make this work.  Teamwork 

is key in a musician's life.  Together 

with Tara's help, Meg has been 

pushed to goals that she didn't see 

as attainable everywhere else.  

Forte has given Meg an outlet to 

continue to receive instruction and 

encouragement that had been lost 

elsewhere. Teamwork and perse-

verance are two of the key life 

lessons learned throughout Meg's 

journey at Forte Academy.  

—————————————— 

My name is Megan Carlone, I am a 

junior at Lakeville South High 

school, and I have played the flute 

since 6th grade.  In college, I hope 

Forte Student of  the Month: Meg Carlone  
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We have some pretty amazing students here at Forte—each and every one 

with their own unique talents. We could easily feature any one of our stu-

dents in a given month. We hope you enjoy getting to know some of them 

in the months ahead through this student feature in “Fanfare”. 

Meg Carlone, Forte Drama Student

(2nd from the left, with friends 

from band) 

“Meg is the type of student that makes "working" at Forte easy.  She is eager and excited 

to learn about music and isn't afraid to show her emotions through her music.  What I love 

about Meg is that she perseveres through tone, technique, or phrasing issues with such dedi-

cation that I know she will fix any mistake she makes by the next time I see her.  Young, in-

experienced musicians try to find excuses not to practice, but not with Meg - she's a prac-

tice-aholic!  She enjoys making music and isn't shy about telling people about the joy it 

brings to her life.  That infectious attitude is what makes Meg a wonderful “Student of the 

Month” for Forte Fine Arts Academy.” — Meg’s teacher at Forte,  Tara Michlitsch 
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Cre8tive Opportunities — Origami and Paper Mache  
By David Nyssen, instructor 
In January, we will focus on paper arts.  In one of the classes, we will learn about the 
Japanese art of folding paper.  Origami is a form of paper sculpture which originated 
centuries ago and is still popular today.  It has been used to create intricate geometric 
shapes, functional items, as well as organic objects, such as animals or flowers.  The other 
class is going to focus on paper mache.  This process is more time consuming and messier 
than other art processes, but just as fun!  It uses scraps of paper and an adhesive to cre-
ate structures and sculptures such as masks, animals, or in the case of this class, hot air 
balloons.  When making the hot air balloons we will also be using our newly learned ori-
gami skills from the origami class to create the basket to attach to the balloon.  You do 
not need to take the origami class to take the paper mache class but it is recommended.   

Sign up today to claim your spot in one or both classes!   

For your convenience: PUNCH CARDS!  
Don’t like the hassle of digging for cash or writing out a check to pay for your “Drop-

In” class fees? We now have punch cards that are good for TEN punches (one punch 

per class, per person).  If you have any questions about these cards, or would like to 

purchase them contact Joy Afdahl, Laura Pettis, or Perry Thrun. You may also purchase 

them at your class when you come! These punch cards may be used for ANY  “Drop-In” 

Classes (drama, art, etc.) Get yours today! 

January Session starts soon—new classes! 

In addition to our private & semi-private lessons, there is a wide variety of courses 

that Forte students may choose from. New classes are still being added, so be sure to 

check our website for the most up-to-date offerings. Class sizes are limited, so be sure 

to register for your classes as early as possible to assure your place in a class. 

For a complete look at course offerings, check out our website: 

www.fortefinearts.org 
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By Jamye Casperson 

We are thrilled with the fantastic singers that have joined us to 

sing this year!   Our first concert is this weekend: Saturday,     

December 3, 2011 at 7:00pm at Shepherd of the Valley Luther-

an Church in Apple Valley.    We invite you to attend!   Please 

tell friends and family about our new choirs in Lakeville.   If your 

child would like to join us for the second half of the year, please 

email Nicole Marschall at nmarschall@allegroca.org   

Visit our website for more information!   www.allegroca.org 

It’s not too late to join Allegro Choral Academy!  

Can You Help Us With Our “Wish List”?  

As you can imagine, it takes a lot of “people power” to get a fine arts academy 

built from scratch. You already know about the amazing people that keep Forte run-

ning on a daily basis. We couldn’t do it without them. 

It also takes a lot of non-human resources too: instruments, sheet music, supplies, etc. 

If you (or someone you know) would be interested in donating an instrument or any-

thing else that would be useful to us, please let us know.  

As the end of the year approaches, you may also consider a monetary donation. 

Since Forte is a non-profit organization, your donation would be tax deductible. 

Spread the word! Thank you for your continued support! 

Pulling a Few Strings: NEW Beginning Strings class!  

Does your child want to know what it's like to play a string instrument?  Beginning 

Strings teaches the most basics of string playing:  How should you hold up your instru-

ment?  How should you hold up your bow?  How should you grip the bow?  Where 

should your left fingers land to change pitch?  Come join the class for the fun! 

Instructor: Di Li Tuesdays 7:30 pm—8:30 pm  



"Studying music encourages self-discipline and dili-

gence, traits that carry over into intellectual pursuits 

and that lead to effective study and work habits. An 

association of music and math has, in fact, long been 

noted. Creating and performing music promotes self-

expression and provides self-gratification while giv-

ing pleasure to others. In medicine, increasing pub-

lished reports demonstrate that music has a healing 

effect on patients. For all these reasons, it deserves 

strong support in our educational system, along with 

the other arts, the sciences, and athletics."  

Michael E. DeBakey, M.D., Leading Heart Surgeon, 

Baylor College of Music. 

Music: Just what the Doctor prescribed!  

Forte Fine Arts Academy is a community-based 

fine arts school devoted to providing a high-

quality and accessible education to students of all 

ages and levels of ability. 

Our teachers strive to instill a lifelong appreciation 

of the arts through creative teaching and nurturing 

learning experiences. 

Forte is currently located at St. John’s Lutheran 

Church in Lakeville. We are a separate organiza-

tion and are not affiliated with St. John’s. We 

thank the congregation for their graciousness in 

providing the space for Forte to grow! 

Located at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

20165 Heath Avenue in Lakeville, Minnesota 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 663  Lakeville, MN 55044 

Phone: 612-524-8332 

E-mail: joy@fortefinearts.org 

laura@fortefinearts.org 

 

We’re on the Web! 

 www.fortefinearts.org 

Forte student Claire Dodds and Forte 

teacher Di Li  Photo courtesy of Steven Afdahl 

If you have a story idea for a future edition of “Fanfare” or have 

any comments or suggestions, email our newsletter producer —

Heather Buege at heather@fortefinearts.org 


